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Investment Programmes  
Stimulating local initiatives in Sweden

Åsa Söderberg
Swedish EPA
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Main features of LIP and Klimp

• Programmes – a holistic view, not separate 
projects

• Bottom-up process – local authorities make 
priorities based on local conditions and local policy

• Focus on results - not on certain technologies

• Competition – best programmes win!

• Joint financing – approx. 25 % government 
grants
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Facts and figures

• 211 LIP programmes

� 475 million EUR

• 126 Klimp programmes
� 220 million EUR

• 2,300 projects in municipalities, regions & counties
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LIP - grants by sector
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A modern urban area self 
sufficient for energy through 
wind plant, heat storage in 
limestone aquifer, biogas, 
solar panels, etc.

Grant: 20 million EUR

CO2 reductions:347 tons per 
year

Example 1: Western harbour in Malmö –
100 % local renewable energy
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Example 2: Österäng in Kristianstad          
– before…
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Example 2: Österäng - after
Refurbishment of a residential area (improved energy 
performance, environmentally sound materials, removal of 
asbestos, et.c)

Grant: 4.5 million EUR
Energy conversion: 4,600 MWh per year
Energy saving: 800 MWh per year
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Example 3. Small scale bio fuel promotions 
in Alvesta

Financial incentives to encourage replacement of oil- and wood-
burning boilers with more environmentally friendly alternatives, such as 
wood pellets and chips.

Grant: EUR 325,000

Energy conversion: 
750 MWh per year

Energy saving: 
3,600 MWh per year

CO2 reductions: 
640 tons per year
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Example 4. Sports centre in Västervik

Saving energy and money through improved ventilation in combination 
with heat recovery

Grant: EUR 150,000

Energy saving: 
830 MWh per year
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Example 5. Grocer´s store in Karlstad

Energy savings through modern technology - swing-door entry, 
improved ventilation, change of ceilings and low-energy light fittings

Grant: EUR 130,000

Energy saving:
1,800 MWh per year
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Example 6. Härnösand County Hospital

New low-energy lighting improves the working environment and 
reduces need for cooling in summer

Grant: EUR 110,000

Energy saving: 
450 MWh per year
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Results of the investment programmes

• Reduction of up to 2.1 million tons of CO2 per year - around
3 % of the total emissions in Sweden!

• Energy conversion (replacing fossil energy with renewable 
energy) – 3.2 TWh per year

• Energy saving – 3.3 TWh per year

• Reduction of waste to deposit – 460,000 tons per year

Total energy use in Sweden was 403 TWh per year in 2006.
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Some conclusions

• Considerable environmental improvements are within
reach to reasonable cost and using already
accessible technology

• It is often known at the local level what needs to be 
done and how

• The large number of applications for LIP and Klimp 
implies high potential for improvements

• Investments pay back over time

• Environmental demo projects attract attention from 
media and incite study visits
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www.internat.naturvardsverket.se
www.naturvardsverket.se/investering
www.naturvardsverket.se/mir


